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Talking Heads 
Dear All!  
From April 1st there will be a new director of studies for PhD students at the Faculty of Science. Per-Olof 
Widmark steps down and Sofi Elmroth has agreed to take over. We want to convey our heartfelt thanks to P-O for 
a job very well done and welcome Sofi to the post. Meanwhile, Johan Reimer will continue as director of studies 
for undergraduate education at the Faculty of Science.  
The grant application system Prisma is a never-ending story but we passed the first test last week when postdoc 
applications and research council professorships had their deadline. This worked without a hitch, but next time 
around is the big one, the general application round with deadline March 31st. The challenge is that all 
applications must be digitally signed by an authorized person within a week after the deadline. Make sure you 
inform your division or unit heads if you plan to file applications so that we do not miss to sign any applications! 
Best of luck to all of you!  
The University has a new system for administration of personnel, MyNetwork, which strictly follows the Swedish 
legal system (i.e. “personuppgiftslagen”). According to the law Lund University does not have the authority to 
register your personal information in the system and you are obliged to do so on your own. When you get 
employed or when your employment is up for an extension you will receive a link asking you to fill in your 
information. Please do so as soon as possible.  
Cecilia von Arnold has started gathering information about the instrument infrastructure at KILU in order to 
provide a list of available instruments on the homepage. All Divisions/Centres will be approached and asked to 
provide information about which of their respective instruments that should be included in the list on the KILU 
homepage. 
/Sven and Viveka 

 
News 
Supersonic electrons could produce future solar fuel 
Researchers from the Division of Chemical Physics at Lund University have taken a step closer to producing solar 
fuel using artificial photosynthesis. In a new study, they have successfully tracked the electrons’ rapid transit 
through a light-converting molecule. 
“Our study shows how it is possible to construct a molecule in which the conversion of light to chemical energy 
happens so fast that no energy is lost as heat. This means that all the energy in the light is stored in a molecule 
as chemical energy”, said Villy Sundström, Professor of Chemical Physics at Lund University. 
This is the first time anyone has managed to track such a complex and rapid reaction and to distinguish all the 
stages of the reaction, says Villy Sundström about the study, which has been published in the journal Nature 
Communications. Read the article at lu.se 
Publication in Nature Communications: Visualizing the non-equilibrium dynamics of photoinduced intramolecular 
electron transfer with femtosecond X-ray pulses 
 
Researchers in Chemical Physics discovered On/Off switching of 
perovskite luminescence 
Organometal halide perovskites are currently the “hottest” materials in solar energy research. Literature reports 
up to 20% power conversion efficiency of solar cells and light-emitting diodes with very promising parameters 
have been demonstrated with these hybrid semiconductors. Researchers from the Division of Chemical Physics, 
lead by Prof. Ivan Scheblykin, investigated individual perovskite nanocrystals and observed the collective 
luminescence blinking of the entire crystals. This astonishing discovery suggests that only a single charge trap 
can switch luminescence of an entire nanocrystal (104-105 nm3) “on” and “off” with the photoluminescence 
brightness being the equivalent of more than 100 000 dye molecules. These results demonstrate that the charge 
carriers generated by light in the whole volume of the crystals can be “eaten up” or neutralized by just a one trap 
per crystal. By a super-resolution technique (Nobel Prize in Chemistry 2014), the researchers were able to directly 
see the location of the traps which seems to form at the ends of the rod-like crystals. 
Publication in Nano Lett.: Giant Photoluminescence Blinking of Perovskite Nanocrystals Reveals Single-Trap 
Control of Luminescence 

 
 
 

http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/supersonic-electrons-could-produce-future-solar-fuel
http://www.nature.com/ncomms/2015/150302/ncomms7359/full/ncomms7359.html
http://www.nature.com/ncomms/2015/150302/ncomms7359/full/ncomms7359.html
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/nl5041397
http://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/nl5041397


World leading materials scientist – Peter Schurtenberger elected 
member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA) 
On the 26th of February it was announced that Professor Peter Schurtenberger has been elected member of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA) among 10 other new members. 
See press release (in Swedish) 

 
PhD information 
CED writing courses 
“How to write a doctoral thesis, even when it’s hard” with Professor Rowena Murray.  
17 March 13:15–16:00. CED, MNO-huset room M313), Sölvegatan 16.  
Register by March 12 to ced@ced.lu.se. 
  

Scientific glassblowing (5 hp)  
A course in scientific glassblowing will be given this spring, with the first meeting taking place week 12. The 
schedule will involve weekly meetings and individual practice sessions throughout March, April and May (10 
weeks); it will be a flexible schedule that is set in consultation with the participants.  
The course is a practical course - no exam will be given, but the participants must be able to master certain 
glassblowing techniques in order to pass the course. The aim will not be to make you an accomplished 
professional glassblower. We will limit ourselves to items that can be made from borosilicate tubing and rod with 
basic equipment and a minimum of annealing. By hands-on practice you can learn to make the joints needed for 
useful applications and repairs. 
 
The course is primarily directed towards graduate students. There will be a course fee of 500 SEK to cover the 
cost of materials.  
Register by March 9, by sending an e-mail to Ebbe Nordlander with a copy to George Lisensky. 
 
Financial information 
Lund University has decided to set up a special technical cost center to handle conferences and congresses with 
external participants paying a participant fee. Projects that are to be booked at this cost center need to be 
approved in advance by vice-chancellor, dean or “Förvaltningschef” for their respective area of responsibility. The 
costs booked at this particular cost center will be exempt from overhead costs. In order to finance the 
administration of the cost center, there will instead be a charge to the conference or congress in question based 
on 3% of the revenue generated. The reason for the decision is to increase the competitiveness of Lund 
University compared to other universities and hence to attract more conferences and congresses.  
If you are planning on organizing a conference or congress that match the criteria of external participants that pay 
a participant fee, please contact the Finance Department at Department of Chemistry that will support you with 
further information. 
 

Messages 
New strategic innovation programme for Life Science in Lund 
SWElife is a new Swedish Innovation Programme for Life Science against non-communicable diseases 
coordinated from Lund. SWElife is created by VINNOVA, FORMAS and Energimyndigheten with the mission to 
accelerate innovation and collaborative processes in Life Science – from idea to society benefit. SWElife will 
address the entire value chain from prevention and diagnosis to treatment through stimulation of interdisciplinary, 
cross sectional collaborations that will accelerate knowledge and competence sharing throughout the innovation 
process from idea to patient and society benefit.  
Calls for grants are now being announced. Researchers from the academia working with either the industry or the 
health care system have the chance to receive funding. Read more http://swelife.se/ 
 
Upcoming events by SWElife: 
Conference: Medicinteknik i Skåne  
Marsh 12, 8-16. Skånes universitetssjukhus i Lund,  
The Future of Swedish & Danish Life Science 
April 8, Medicon Village 
 
New contractors at Café Ester 
The contractors at Café Ester are closing their business. LU Byggnad, responsible for the contractors, is now 
looking for a new contractor who would like to take over the business. 
 

http://www.iva.se/nyheter/tom-johnstone-och-tio-andra-invalda-i-IVA/
mailto:ced@ced.lu.se
mailto:Ebbe.Nordlander@chemphys.lu.se
mailto:lisensky@beloit.edu
http://swelife.se/


 
Anniversary Ball 
The Guild of Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology is turning 50 years old and that will be celebrated 
throughout the year, with the Anniversary Ball on the 16th of May as the highlight. The tickets for the Anniversary 
Ball will be for sale on Monday the 9th of March on the Anniversary webpage http://www.ksek.se/jubileum 
On this page you will find all the information you need and of course buy tickets for the Anniversary Ball. Hope to 
see you there! /Oskar Hansson Anniversary General 
 

CALENDAR 

2015-03-05 

Lecture: On the evolution and design of proteins from subdomain sized fragments 

March 5 at 15.15, Kemicentrum, lecture hall E  

2015-03-06 

Defence of thesis in Biochemistry 

Sebastian Rämisch, Kemicentrum, Lecture Hall B at 10.15[läs mer] 

2015-03-09 

Defence of thesis in inorganic chemistry 

Daniel Svensson, Kemicentrum, lecture hall C, at 13.15[läs mer] 

2015-03-11 

3rd Nordic Meeting on Organometallic Chemistry 

An opportunity for Nordic researchers to come together, present their results and create valuable networks. 11-12 
March, 2015, Lund [läs mer] 

2015-03-12 

Joint LLC Seminar: Making Electrons Cheaper with Next Generation 

Prashant V. Kamat, University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Indiana, USA. March 12, 15:15, The Rydberg Lecture 
Hall, Dep. of Physics [läs mer] 

2015-03-12 

Conference: Medicinteknik i Skåne  

March 12, at 8-16. Skånes universitetssjukhus, Lund[läs mer] 

2015-03-13 

Defence of thesis in Chemical Physics 

Mohamed Abdellah, Kemicentrum, lecture hall C at 9.15[läs mer] 

2015-03-13 

Defence of thesis in Theoretical Chemistry 

Ryan Szparaga, Kemicentrum, Lecture Hall B at 10.30[läs mer] 

2015-03-16 
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NMT-dagarna 

Natur, medicin och teknikdagarna på Lunds universitet 16-20 mars.[läs mer] 

2015-03-19 

Nanomedicine and Nanobiophotonics for Healthcare 

Lecture by Prof. Paras N. Prasad (University at Buffalo, The State University of New York). 19th of March, 15.00, 
Kemicentrum, lecture hall F [läs mer] 

2015-03-23 

Physical Chemistry Seminar  

The skin as a barrier to molecular diffusion. Monday 23 March at 14:15 in Kemicentrum, Lecture hall F.[läs mer] 

2015-03-27 

Defence of thesis in Biotechnology 

Sten Strömberg, Kemicentrum, Lecture Hall A at 10.15[läs mer] 
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