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News 

How solvents affect the skin 

Researchers at the Division of Physical Chemistry have developed a method that makes it possible to see how 

individual molecules from solvents in skin creams, medicated ointments and cleaning products affect and interact 

with the skin’s own molecules. The study was conducted by Professor Emma Sparr together with Professor 

Daniel Topgaard and doctoral student Quoc Dat Pham. Read more  

Rajni Hatti-Kaul and Daniel Strand have been awarded funding from the Swedish 

Research Council 

The Swedish Research Council (VR) has announced which researchers have been awarded funding within 

Development research 2016. Researchers at the Department of Chemistry will receive SEK 7.2 million for the 

period 2017–2020. Researchers who have been awarded funding: 

 Rajni Hatti-Kaul, The Centre for Applied Life Sciences (CALS) SEK 3 600 000  

 Daniel Strand, The Centre for Analysis and Synthesis (CAS), SEK 3 600 000 

(Project: New natural product based entries to treatment of bacterial respiratory tract infections) 

On the VR website  you can read more. 

New research on the mechanism which triggers pain 

Urban Johanson, from CMPS, has studied the underlying mechanism for how and why animals can feel pain in 

connection with cold or high heat. According to the study, the temperature is just one triggering factor; 

horseradish, mustard, cinnamon and wasabi have a similar effect. The research could in the future lead to new 

drugs against pain and itching. Read more  (in Swedish) 

Peter Jönsson was awarded the 2016 Carl Tesdorpf scholarship 

Peter Jönsson at the Division of Physical Chemistry was awarded the 2016 Carl Tesdorpf scholarship for his 

studies on how molecules interact on the surface of cells. The scholarship will be used to setup a superresolution 

fluorescence microscope, which will make it possible to acquire high resolution images of how different 

membrane-associated molecules interact. 

On the cover: Non-monotonic temperature response of polymer mediated 

interactions 

Fei Xie and co-workers at the Division of Theoretical Chemistry have scrutinized molecular mechanisms 

underlying recent experiments that highlights non-monotonic temperature responses in colloidal + polymer 

dispersions. A summarizing graph is on the January 2016 cover of Soft Matter. 

 

 

http://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/article/how-solvents-affect-the-skin
http://www.vr.se/inenglish/newspress/newsarchive/news2017/moreprojectsthanthepreviouslyrecommendedwithindevelopmentresearchwillreceivefunding.5.7a00beb015988a039511de43.html
http://www.lu.se/article/malariamyggor-kansliga-for-pepparrot
http://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2016/sm/c6sm90009g#!divAbstract


Spotlighted article: Ionization of Cellobiose in Aqueous Alkali and the Mechanism of 

Cellulose Dissolution 

The article Ionization of Cellobiose in Aqueous Alkali and the Mechanism of Cellulose Dissolution, which is written 

by researchers at the Division of Theoretical Chemistry (Mikael Lund) and the Divisions of Physical Chemistry 

(Björn Stenqvist & Björn Lindman), was spotlighted in ACS Journal of Physical Chemistry.  

Tõnu Pullerits was elected to the KVA Chemistry Class as foreign member 

Tõnu Pullerits was elected to KVA (The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences) to the Class for chemistry as 

foreign member. Read more  

New member of the board of The Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies 

Eva Unger at The Division of Chemical Physics has been appointed to the board of The Pufendorf Institute for 

Advanced Studies. 

Research on producing carotenoids 

Emanuel Ron (PhD student at the Division of Biotechnology) has in a joint project with the company Processum 

tried to cultivate the bacteria Rhodothermus marinus on a by-product from the pulp industry. The goal of the 

project is to evaluate a method to produce carotenoids. Carotenoids are a group of colored molecules, many of 

which have antioxidant effect. Eva Nordberg Karlsson (Biotechnology) and Ed van Niel (Applied Microbiology) are 

also involved in the project. Read more  (in Swedish)  

Researchers in media 
Ulf Ellervik inaugurated the jubilee course with the lecture "Konsten att njuta" and was interviewed in LUM and 

Lundagård. Ulf Ellervik and the jubilee course was also mentioned in Sydsvenskan.  

Urban Johanson was interviewed about new research on the mechanism which triggers pain. Read about it here 

(in Swedish): SVT Nyheter, Sydsvenskan, Helsingborgs Dagblad, Landskrona Posten. Urban Johansson was 

also interviewed by Sveriges Radio.  

Emma Sparr was interviewed in many media outlets on the subject of her development of a method that makes it 

possible to see how individual molecules from solvents in skin creams, medicated ointments and cleaning 

products affect and interact with the skin’s own molecules. Read about it here (in Swedish): Allt om Vetenskap 

och hälsa, Lundagård and Dagens Hälsa.  

Don't miss.. 

Lecture: Gender and Natural science – what does recent research and experiences 

say? 

All employees at the Department of Chemistry are welcome to an inspirational lecture given by Tomas Brage, 

Professor of Physics at Lund University. In this talk Tomas Brage will give some examples on how you can 

approach the question on “what does gender have to do with Natural science”.  

Time and Place 

The lecture will be given on two occasions, February 15 and March 8, and each division is invited to one of the 

two dates. Coffee and cake will be served from 14.30 and the lecture starts at 15.00 (lecture hall A, 

Kemicentrum). If you can´t attend on the actual date, please inform the head of the division.  

 

http://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.jpclett.6b02856?ref=featureBox
http://www.kva.se/en/News/2016/fyra-nya-ledamoter-invalda/
http://www.processum.se/sv/spprocessum/media/nyhetsarkivet/1647-processums-bioreaktor-anvaendes-i-foersoek-att-producera-karotenoider
http://www.lum.lu.se/jubileumskurs-i-allmanbildning-oppen-for-alla/
http://lundagard.se/2017/01/19/stor-succe-for-universitetets-popuaraste-kurs/
http://www.sydsvenskan.se/2017-01-15/lunds-universitet-firar-jubileum-med-en-kurs-for-alla
http://www.svt.se/nyheter/lokalt/skane/malariamyggor-kansliga-for-pepparrot
https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2017-01-19/lundaforskare-har-ringat-in-mekanismen-som-triggar-smarta
http://www.hd.se/2017-01-19/lundaforskare-har-ringat-in-mekanismen-som-triggar-smarta
https://web.retriever-info.com/go/?d=050901201701191800fdf4e79cf77536da9312e73b94ea&x=470a119f14bb3e2ae3798842b86bd95d&s=50901&sa=2018797&a=33533&p=317239
http://www.vetenskaphalsa.se/sa-paverkas-huden-av-losningsmedel/
http://www.vetenskaphalsa.se/sa-paverkas-huden-av-losningsmedel/
http://lundagard.se/2017/01/12/ny-forskning-visar-hur-olika-produkter-paverkar-huden/
https://www.dh.se/sa-paverkas-din-hud-av-kramer/


15 February  

Invited divisions: 

• The Administration 

• Biophysical Chemistry 

• Biotechnology 

• CAS 

• Applied Microbiology 

• Pure and Applied Biochemistry  

8 March  

Invited divisions: 

• Biochemistry and Structural Biology 

• Physical Chemistry 

• Chemical Physics 

• Theoretical Chemistry  

Since we expect all employees to attend – no registration needed.  

 

For more information, see program  (PDF). 

Invitation for a PhD course on Supercritical Fluid Technology 

Welcome to sign up for an advanced course on Supercritical Fluid Technology (SFT) for PhD students, postdocs 

and industry associated at Lund University, 7-30 June 2017, 4.5 hp credits. 

More information at: http://www.kilu.lu.se/cas/education/sft/ 

Föredrag: C W Blomstrand - kemiprofessor, mineralog och polarforskare, 26 januari 

Ett föredrag av Anders Blomstrand, pastor emeritus och släkting till Christian Wilhelm Blomstrand. Föredraget 

hålls på svenska.  

Tid och plats: 26 januari kl. 18.00, Kemicentrum sal C  

Mer information finns på Kemiska föreningens webbplats.   

Information from the library 

Ongoing work at the library 

The library is going through the journals in the stack to see which material should be placed in depot 

(depåläggning). The work will continue for some time. For questions please contact the library.   

PhD Information 

KILU introduction course (0,5 ECTS) – registration open 
Date and time: February 10, 2017, 13.00 – 16.00 

Place: Kemicentrum, lecture hall G  

Schedule 

13.15-13.50:  Welcome to KILU! Key info for a successful PhD start (Sven Lidin) 

13.50-14.30:  ISP, mandatory courses and on how to avoid plagiarism (Sofi Elmroth) 

14.30-15.00:  Library introduction (Cajsa Andersson) 

15.00-15.15:  Coffee 

15.15-16.00:  Guided tour to the library facilities (Cajsa Andersson)  

http://www.kilu.lu.se/fileadmin/kilu/Administration/Invitation_lecture__Tomas_Brage.pdf
http://www.kilu.lu.se/cas/education/sft/
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kemiskaforeningen/aktiviteter/#c354601


 

Deadline for registration: February 6, 2016. Registration to: caroline.lindblom@kc.lu.se  

Messages 

Berzeliusdagarna 2017 

Berzeliusdagarna will be held 27-28 January in Stockholm and our department will be represented with students 

from our programs. Almost 400 selected high school students and teachers from all over the country visit 

Berzeliusdagarna. During the days there will for example be popular science lectures. Swedish Chemical Society 

has organized Berzeliusdagarna since 1956 with the aim to give Swedish high school students an insight into 

what it means to study chemistry at the university and what you can work with as a chemist. 

At Lund University 

New strategic plan 

Lund University has adopted a new strategic plan for 2017–2026. Read more 

Call for applications for funding of thematic cooperation initiatives 

One of the University’s tasks is to help solve key societal challenges. In order to successfully create such 

solutions, broad interdisciplinary collaborations within academia must engage with organisations outside the 

University. This is particularly emphasised in the 2016 Government research bill. 

 

For a long time, Lund University has been involved in interdisciplinary collaborations, focusing on future 

challenges. This is also an important point in the new strategic plan. In order to facilitate new interdisciplinary 

partnerships within and outside the University, with a focus on future challenges, new initiatives must be 

launched. To enable this, Lund University is calling for applications for funding of thematic cooperation initiatives, 

starting 2017, amounting to a maximum of SEK 500 000 a year for 3 years with the possibility of an extension for 

another 2 years. 

 

When: The application deadline is 1 April 2017. The funding will be allocated as of the autumn semester of 2017.  

 

If you have questions, please contact Head of Office Lisa Thelin lisa.thelin@fsi.lu.se or Pro Vice-Chancellor Bo 

Ahrén bo.ahren@rektor.lu.se. Applications are to be submitted to samverkan@lu.se. Read more and apply 

 

CALENDAR 

Seminar 

Jasenko Gavran: Segregation effects of frictional and frictionless disks in dense granular flows 

Time: 2017-01-26 10:15 - 12:00  

Lecture 

“C W Blomstrand - kemiprofessor, mineralog och polarforskare." 

Time: 2017-01-26 18:00 - 19:00  

Dissertation 

Defence of thesis in Chemical Physics 

Time: 2017-01-27 10:15 - 13:00  

mailto:caroline.lindblom@kc.lu.se
http://www.staff.lu.se/organisation-and-governance/vision-objectives-and-strategies
mailto:lisa.thelin@fsi.lu.se
mailto:bo.ahren@rektor.lu.se
mailto:samverkan@lu.se
http://www.kilu.lu.se/fileadmin/kilu/Newsletter/Call-thematic-cooperation-initiatives.pdf
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=jasenko-gavran-segregation-effects-of-frictional-and-frictionless-disks-in-dense-granular-flows
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=c-w-blomstrand-kemiprofessor-mineralog-och-polarforskare
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=defence-of-thesis-in-chemical-physics-2


Seminar 

Anton Devishvili: SuperADAM: Swedish Reflectometer at the ILL  

Time: 2017-02-01 14:15 - 15:00  

Seminar 

Jenny Algotsson: Ions in models of articular cartilage 

Time: 2017-02-07 14:15 - 15:00  

Seminar 

Remco Tuinier: Physical Chemistry Seminar 

Time: 2017-04-20 14:15 - 15:00  

More events 

 

http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=anton-devishvili-superadam-swedish-reflectometer-at-the-ill
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=jenny-algotsson-ions-in-models-of-articular-cartilage-0
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/?event=remco-tuinier-physical-chemistry-seminar
http://www.kilu.lu.se/kalendarium/

